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Include Solar in Broader City, County, or  
Regional Planning E!orts
Solar power is a reliable energy option that can help urban planners manage increasing energy 
demand. Solar technologies generate clean power, extend the life of a community’s conventional 
energy supplies, create jobs, and support economic development. Solar energy can also help 
a community reach its economic, environmental, and sustainability goals. By incorporating 
solar into a community master plan, as well as into these complementary planning endeavors, 
planners can coordinate the community’s efforts and reach common goals more easily. Because 
large infrastructure projects and land use changes can take years to develop and implement, it’s 
important to begin considering now how such efforts might take advantage of solar energy as it 
EHFRPHV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRVW�FRPSHWLWLYH�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��,QWHJUDWLQJ�WKH�VRODU�SODQ�LQWR�
EURDGHU�ORFDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�SODQQLQJ�HIIRUWV�ÀUPO\�HVWDEOLVKHV�VRODU�DV�D�YLDEOH�HQHUJ\�RSWLRQ�DQG�
supports a growing market in the community.

Implementation Tips and Options

�� ,GHQWLI\�ZD\V�VRODU�HQHUJ\�FDQ�DVVLVW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�UHDFKLQJ�LWV�EURDGHU�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��
environmental, and sustainability goals.

�� ,GHQWLI\�KRZ�VRODU�HQHUJ\�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�WR�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�
revitalization. See 5.0, Creating Jobs and Supporting Economic Development.

� Work with the local planning department and utility to integrate solar energy into the 
community’s infrastructure and resource planning activities.

� Update government procurement processes to include solar as appropriate.

�� 'HÀQH�UROHV�IRU�HDFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQYROYHG�DIWHU�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHUH�WKH�VRODU�SODQ�FDQ�EH�
integrated into broader planning efforts.

BENEFITS Integrating a solar plan into broader local or regional planning e!orts 
a"rms a community’s commitment to solar energy, promotes strategic 
long-term thinking, and can help secure resources and political will to 
accomplish solar goals.

INCLUDE SOLAR IN BROADER CITY, COUNTY, OR REGIONAL PLANNING EFFORTS1.6



Solar Powering Your Community: A Guide for Local Governments   |   January 2011 21

Examples

Berkeley, California: Including Solar Provisions in a Climate Action Plan
Berkeley’s climate action plan, updated in June 2009, incorporates solar energy as a means of 
meeting many broader goals, including carbon reduction, energy independence and security, 
ZRUNIRUFH�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�LPSURYHG�EXLOGLQJ�HQHUJ\�VWDQGDUGV��,Q�1RYHPEHU�������YRWHUV�
passed Measure G, an initiative to reduce Berkeley’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 
80% from 2000 levels by 2050. To meet its requirements, the city aims to eliminate 11,600 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MtCO2e) per year by 2020 through decentralized 
solar electric installations on residential and nonresidential buildings. Decentralizing these 
installations will decrease the vulnerability of the local electricity grid and reduce the city’s 
dependence on fossil fuels. 

7KH�FLW\·V�2IÀFH�RI�(QHUJ\�DQG�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�LWV�SDUWQHU��WKH�&RPPXQLW\�
Energy Services Corporation, offer numerous services to encourage decentralized solar 
LQVWDOODWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�LQQRYDWLYH�ÀQDQFLQJ�SURJUDPV��SHUVRQDOL]HG�HQHUJ\�FRQVXOWDWLRQV��DQG�
an online solar map that estimates the solar energy potential for Berkeley homes and businesses. 
To meet growing demand for solar energy, the city’s action plan includes programs to increase 
the skilled workforce in Berkeley. The city is implementing youth development job training and 
placement programs that will match local residents with high-quality green jobs. The plan also 
incorporates solar energy technologies into new building energy use standards by calling for all 
QHZ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�PHHW�]HUR�QHW�HQHUJ\�SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV�E\�������9LVLW� 
www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/ContentDisplay.aspx?id=19668 to download a copy of the plan.

Boston, Massachusetts: Incorporating Solar into Transportation and Emergency Planning
Solar Boston is incorporating photovoltaic��39��EDWWHU\�EDFNXS�V\VWHPV�DW�WUDIÀF�LQWHUVHFWLRQV�
along one of the city’s major evacuation routes. These systems will ensure that if the grid fails, 
the transportation infrastructure at those intersections will continue to function long enough 
WR�DOORZ�IRU�HYDFXDWLRQ��7KHVH�V\VWHPV�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�DGGHG�EHQHÀW�RI�IHHGLQJ�VRODU�SRZHU�
LQWR�WKH�JULG�GXULQJ�QRQHPHUJHQF\�VLWXDWLRQV��7KH�FLW\·V�2IÀFH�RI�(QYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�(QHUJ\�
6HUYLFHV�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�D�FURVV�GHSDUWPHQWDO�WHDP�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�WKH�0D\RU·V�2IÀFH�RI�(PHUJHQF\�
Management, the Boston Transportation Department, the Public Works Department, and the 
Boston Police Department to develop the solar evacuation route concept. The city is also in 
the process of developing a long-term energy assurance plan that will incorporate solar power 
resources.

Tucson, Arizona: Collaborating Regionally on the Greater Tucson Solar Development Plan
7XFVRQ�FROODERUDWHG�RQ�D�UHJLRQDO�OHYHO�ZLWK�WKH�3LPD�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�*RYHUQPHQWV��3$*���WKH�
$UL]RQD�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�6RODU�(QHUJ\��$]5,6(��DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQD��DQG�WKH�
&OHDQ�(QHUJ\�&RUSRUDWLRQ��&(&��WR�GUDIW�WKH�*UHDWHU�7XFVRQ�6RODU�'HYHORSPHQW�3ODQ��7KH�3$*�
YHWWHG�WKH�SODQ�WKURXJK�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�$UL]RQD�5HJLRQDO�6RODU�3DUWQHUVKLS��7KH�SODQ�IRUHFDVWV�
expected solar installations in the greater Tucson region, outlines the status of various solar-
related rules and regulations, and suggests strategies for reaching 15 megawatts of installed 
solar capacity in the region by 2015. Because Tucson is surrounded by Pima County and several 
small communities, installers and developers must deal with numerous jurisdictions. Thinking 
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regionally and moving to coordinate solar planning and execution facilitates solar deployment 
and opens the door to more uniform permitting rules and code adoptions through cooperation 
between the jurisdictions. More information about the regional solar development plan is 
available at www.pagnet.org/Programs/EnvironmentalPlanning/SolarPartnership/StrategicPlan/
tabid/723/Default.aspx.

Additional References and Resources

WEB SITES

American Planning Association, Planners Energy and Climate Database
www.planning.org/research/energy/database/

This database contains examples of communities that have integrated energy and climate change issues into planning, 
and states that have addressed climate change issues in plans or policies. 
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